X
LEATHER WORKING
THE dressing of skins and preparation of leather must
have been one of the most widely diffused industries in
mediaeval times.1 Two different processes were em-
ployed, ox, cow, and calf hides being tanned by immer-
sion in a decoction of oak bark, while the skins of deer,
sheep, and horses were tawed with alum, and oil, and the
two trades were from early times kept quite separate,
tanners and tawyers being forbidden to work skins
appropriated to each other's trade. A certain concen-
tration of the industry must have been brought about
in 1184, when orders were issued that no tanner or
tawyer should practise his trade within the bounds of
n forest except in a borough or market town,2 the object
being to prevent the poaching of deer for the sake of
thckir skins. Market towns had the further advantage
of being well supplied with the raw material, as butchers
were compelled to bring the hides of their beasts into
market with the meat, and the tanners had the sole
right of purchase, no regrater or rniddle-nian being
allowed to intervene, while on the other hand the tanners
were not allowed to buy the hides outside the open
market.3 Towards the end of the sixteenth century it
1  Thorold,Rogers, Six Centuries of Work and Wages, 46.
a The suggestion that this law caused the trade to be established
in Norwich (Recs. of Norwich, n. xii) can hardly be correct, as there
was no forest in Norfolk.
3 For instances of the infringement of these and other regulations,
see V. C.H. Surrey, ii. 331-5 : V. C. H. Sussex, ii. 259.